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GRIZZLIES HOST
PUGET SOUND SATURDZY
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MISSOULA-Montana basketball coach Lou Rocheleau is disappointed with the Montana State
85-82 win over the Grizzlies Thursday night, but not dejected.
"We were in the game right down to the wire," the first year mentor said Friday.
With 30 seconds left Montana was behind only 80-83 before 6 - 6 senior forward Howard
Clark fouled out when scrapping for a rebound under the Grizzly basket.

Montana State

forward Mark Beckwith cashed in on a one-and-one situation and iced the game for the
Bobcats.
Rochleau was pleased with the clutch performace of sophomore guard Kirk Johnson.
The Helena native came in with nine minutes left and sparked the Grizzlies from a 13
point deficit.
"We knew Kirk had a lot of ability and it was just a matter of time before he
came around," Rochleau said.
Rocheleau said Montana State beat the Grizzlies in the'shooting percentage column.
Montana had 18 more shots, but converted only 66 per cent from the field and 40 per cent
from the charity stripe.

MSU hit 74 per cent from the field and 50 per cent at the

free throw line.
The Grizzlies also got a desperation clutch performacce from Clark.

The Kansas

City forward tossed in six points in the last two minutes and made some crucial defensive
moves.

Clark was primarily known as a standout defensive performer.
Ray Howard was the leading rebounder for Montana with 19 and passed the 100

mark against the Bobcats.

He has 107 and is averaging 12 per contest.

(more)
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Montana also lost 6-8 center Lonzo Lewis via the foul route in the final minutes.
Lewis has developed into a top performer in Big Sky Conference action.
Lewis led Montana scorers and rebounders.

Against Weber

He hit 19 against the Wildcats and countered

with a 16 point performance against Northern Arizona.

Lewis got eight Thursday.

Senior guard Don Wetzel was the top point getter for Montana with 21.

His point

average stands at 14.7 in all games and 13.0 in conference action.
Willie Bascus, who became eligible at the beginning of the league schedule, has
worked his way into the starting lineup and tallied 11 points Thursday evening.
Rocheleau plans to start the same five against nationally ranked Puget Sound.
The Loggers have been tabbed as the best team in the Northwest by several news medias
with a 10-2 record.
Lewis, Howard and Bascus will start in the front court and Wetzel dnd Mike Vernon
will start at the guard spots for Montana against Puget Sound.
The latest victim of the Loggers was Idaho last Thursday night, 75-63.

In that

contest senior guard-forward Ed Huston collected 23 points, slightly below his seasonal
of 27.

Also scoring in the double fiqures for PSU were Charles Lowery, 19; Mike Jordan,

12 and Tom Delaney, 11.
The Loggers have all five starters averaging in double fiqures and operate from a
multiple of offense and defenses.
Montana scouting reports have Puget Sound in a very loose offensive pattern when
the opponent uses a man-to-man defense and the Loggers using a stack when opponents
employ a zone.
The Loggers employ a stiff man-to_man defense, but beat Montana with a full-court
zone press last year in Missoula.

That score was 85-60.

Rochleau said the Grizzlies will be ready for Puget Sound.

"We know they are a

great team and it would be a feather in our hat to knock them off."
Game time Saturday night is 8 p.m. and tickets are still available at the
University of Montana ticket office.

There will be no preliminary game.
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